FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: TRYING BERLIN 



4-no (R*r. 13-14-88) 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


C 


) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


1 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 


One or more of the following 


- O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 



Segfi.pp iSZ 


Section 5S2a 

□ (b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 


0 (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 


QQ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 000) 



_ SI (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 



_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

O 00(3) 



_ O (b)(7)(F) 

O (h)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 


O (b)(8) 

□ (h)(5) 

O (b)(5) 


0 (b)(9) 

0 (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



0 (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

_ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


0 For your information: 


■ J 

o The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

CROSS jfr 1 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FBI/DOJ 




•> 


) 


I 




Maroh 17, 2947 


-a. 





I .~ 


-- S 

'-V t 


— -V »..!-• 

-* <•-' K v.. -V a. - • 


J 0 *« Jktdi 
/resident 
She Jest oh 



^ MMerieo, Incorporated 


Mreadms^ 

lv-7.ur.DED i INDEXED**? & r * ^ 



' 19/Mmo fork \ 

A. 


: S&’ . V rV;-' >■ V— 

..... . • .t -/* / • •'•;'*.■■■*. * • * 


* ’• . 




-,•.41 r«*r letter of Marsh is, 194? , hue 

^ fceen received tnvtting me to be a member of 
the Comtttee /or the Testimonial dinner 
oponeored bp The Jeetsh Theotrioal Out Id in 
honor o/ Miee Sophie Suo ker mhioh to to be 
hold on May 4, 2947, at the 4 etor Motel on Mem 
fork City • I deeply appreciate the courtesy, 

\ v and It mill be a pleasure to act ae a oen&er v .. 
:h . of the Sinner Committee* r y . \ ; 

V- r :TZ „• : • /** ■- ^ Kv* /. 

Withbest wishes mod Mind regards, 
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JACK BENNY. . . Viea-Prasidant 
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WM. MORRIS Jr. . Vica-Pmsidanl 
MARCUS HE I MAN Vk«-Pr*sid«nt 
EMIL FRIEDLANDER Vica-Prasidant 
JACK PEARL . • Vie# • President 
A. A. JAILER . . Vie* • President 
TED LEWIS . . • Vkt* President 
ABE LASTFOGEL . . . Traasurar 
NAT LEFKOWfTZ . Asst. Traasurar 
WM. OEGEN WEINBERGER 

Chairman Board of Trustaas 
OR. LEO MICHEL, Chairman of Raltaf 


(WILU AM MORRIS - FOUNDER) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Ho error 
F. B. I, 

Washington, D. C. 
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HENRY M. KATZ . Ugal Committea 
OAVE TERGUSON 

Exacutiva Sac rata ry 
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MILTON AGER 
LOUIS BERNSTEIN 
BEN BOYAR 
CHARLES CANTOR 
HARRY COHEN 
ALAN CORELLI 
NAT DORFMAN 
BENNY FIELDS 
LESTER HAMMEl 
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MORRIS JACOBS 
HENRY JAFFE 
DR. EUHU KATZ 
JOE LAURIE Jr. 

HAROLD RODNER 
MARVIN SCHENCK 
HARRY SCHUMER 
JAMES E. SAUTE R 
ROBERT M. WHITMAN 


Ify dear Edgar Hocarert 

Sophi/Cuoker will be honored with a Testimonial 
Dinner by the Jewish Theatrical Guild, on Sunday 
night. May 4th, 1947, in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Astor Hotel, Hew York City. IrvingfBerlin 
is the Chainnan of the Dinner Committee. 


May I cordially invite you to join Irving as a 
member of the Cannitteea 


An early favorable reply, addressed to me to 
the Guild 9 a office, will be greatly appreciated. 
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~ CXDJAfDHIST^INFIITEAT IOh DTO THE 1 
^SCEEEK WRITERS GUILD, UC» IWlFWttdTIOII CWT1I 
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LEiGUE OF AMERICA, organised in 1933. 1 



H&- the first union group of the oaltorsl field to oca 

e under the , • •; - 


dod nation of tho Ccunlata and Oommiat sy^ethlssrs. It 
hu oppraiantely 1,300 nssbers of which npprcKlnatoIy 100 ore _ 

| former Owanlit Party, USA, a w ti n and ora currently Q c—mlo t . 

I Political Association wiiber*. in addition a largo aoritor ora 
' associates of Ooanacl ata ad appear to bs sympathetic in Canonist 
, ideology and haws boon active in 0— aiit doadnated organisations 
The 6CHEEN WRITERS GUILD has given praatiga to the Oo—onlst more- 
meat in Bollywood and has tokon tha load ia tha arganioad cultural 
union groups in tba Bollywood notion pictara industry 
tha Cu— ml et Party Una in 


►v" — i. :irc 


to who fiaawnatt officials ~ 
Ouild and who hara wioldad o groat deal of power in 
shaping its policy. IbnoTIDM PICTURE 1LLZAVCS and thu-Califtroia 
Legislative CJoanittaa here both accused tha 8CBFXH WRITERS GUILD" 
of Gox&oniat rt mlTi a twfl i Tha has bean tha odea 

group in thrWLXWOOD WRITERS MQBTLTZJLTI0H which sponaorad tha 
1943 Writers Congress which was accused of being Ooaomlst 
do Edna ted. Oooaunlsts In Ouild set out ond actiTitios described. - 
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* Ir.A. 100-17834 

’W : *' ' the MOTIDV PICTURE AMAMAC gives the following 

torn* of the officers and eerteln personnel of the AUT HORS LEAQUE OP DfEBIGi froa - 
1 1934 to date* 

KLfiC goMBUI, -President, 1934-1940 - 4 jun < ‘ 

ICLMKR DAVIS, Tloe President, 1934-1940 - 4 year* ' 

;• SUES DAVIS, President, 1940-42 - 2 pears 
«. HOKlHDjUDSAI, President, 1942-44 - 2 peers 
HOWARD 1HDSAI, flee Fniidnt, 1941-42 - 1 peer 
; : bowled O.^USGLE, Tice president, 1942-44 - 2 pears 

JOHN BdTAHD I4IS0N, Honorary Vice President. 1934-36 - 2 pears 
PEARL SifySUCK, Honorary Tie# President, 1934-38 - 2 peers 
• . . WISE SlLIOOX, Secretary-Treasurer, 1934-40 - 4 peers 
UXOISE SILLCOX, Bceentiee Secretary, 1941-44 - 3 peers 
:;v. \ / WISE SHL0Q1, freesnrer, 1940-41 - 1 pear 
•• r.'M 3 VBZspanx, 8ecretex7, 1939-40 - 1 peer 
•' "-*;«/• -^1 AEJHUE SCHULTZ, treasurer, 1942-44 - 2 pears 

WILLIAM HAimJCiPtSBOHB, Attorney, 1934-44 - 10 peers 
HOMER CS0X, Secreterp, 1939-40 - 1 peer 
EENNETH-WEBB, Secreterp, 1940-43 - 3 pears 



J 


Connell Bubers 1 
ELMER DAVIS - 1934 
wriorp DAVIS - 1942-44 
JOHN HOWLED 1AI90S - 1934-1937-1943-1944 
ALBERT MALTZ - 1936-1937-1942-1944 ' 
BAMDEL'ORNITZ, 1934-35* 1936 
DUDLIMICBaLS, 1934-35 
CHARLES -BRACKETT, 1936-37 
PHANCIS^PAHAOOH, 1936-37 
ABRRIE'EIsmD, 1936-37 
/I0U25 ADAMIC, 1942-44 
: ■ V921V0^BEBL2H, 1942-44 
A^KMOARDMAN, 1942-44 
. BECTOB-CHEVIGMI , 1942-44 
_ MARC OOHNELU, 1942-44 

%•* ;*OBMAM-coariM, 1942-44 

-v' : y«3SS HAET, 1942-44 



•’*>,**- The following officers end Mahers of the 
OP AMERICA ere known to the Loe Angeles efCieet 




*f the AUTHORS 

V. 


JOHN BOTLAN t the brochure of LEAGUE OP enraTnair fBUffiS SCHOOL, 
Hollywood, California, reflects that BOHAN wee an ins tree tor there* 
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P Office Men. .& ium • UNITED SWAB S GOVERNMENT 


oaib: February 14, 1950 


To * i fr, Toleon 
■•••' * i. B, Nichole 

; vSOTjBCTi ^ "This Is Tour FBI" 


nth regard to the specialfive^iinvte pro grans on 
^fo^Jureau’s network radio program, flHB ABC advised 
that the network was c o nsTaerin^ juaQe Joseph 
y CProskauerT^ of the New York Supreme Court, to use on the program 
I for Tebruary 17; however, he desired to have recommendations 
from the Bureau , He also advised that they had in mind usin 
k ®ho is a prominent New York attorney • 
atatedPPP|Pha8 not as yet been approached but feels toot They 
would rather get the Bureau’s recommendations and work on the 
people we would recommend first , 


Accordingly 


was told the Bureau suoaested the 


name 8 o 




He was advised thdtwe also 
nded Federal Judge garoldJKenned^ and Federal Judge Knox • 
stated Knox hadbeen turned Town by the agency since he 
e on t he board o^th^Eaui table Life Assurance Company . Likewise, 
stated PHIHHH) out inasmuch as he is an attorney 
We also suggested Ju dge_J»_Jj\_ KJEHcGohey, and o f cours^ m 
the Bureau had n o objection to s tated 

he would work on ppHpPMHi ^Kfirstandifthere \ were no 
success there he would coil us to see what our preferences would 
be on the additional names recommended , 


As foj^he program on February B4, dealing with Juvenile 
delinquency, stated the network was trying very hard to get 

IrvindfBerli^anashould they be unsuccessful ih£Ji m±lT-±hen call 
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B. B. PLAN 

BABB, MAX WELLINGTON 
BAILEY, C. 

..pAILEY, L. M. 
miLEY, WALTER J, 

/BALDWIN, ONE (MRS) 
BALDWIN, CATHERINE 
BALDWIN, CATHERINE P. 
BALDWIN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS 
BAIL, GEORGE 

BALLARD, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
BAMBERGER, ALFRED H. 
BANAHAN, ONE 
BANAHAN, J* 

BANAHAN, JAMES 
BANAHAN, JAMES FUEHRER 
BANAHAN *S, J. 

BANTA, EDWIN 
BANTA, EDWIN P. 

BANTA, EDWIN PERRY 


' •/ 

BARRY, WILLIAM B. (Representative) 
BARTON, C. R. 

BARUCH, ONE 
BARUCH, BERNARD 

BARUCH UNIVERSITY PRIZE COMMITTEE, 
SIMON" MRS. 

BATTALIONS OF DEATH 
BAXTER, ONE 
BAXTER, DAVID 


-a*: 

- -*• 

t v*s" 




■a Revolutionists 
BAXTER, DAVID J. 

BAXTER, WILLIAM J. 

BAXTER’S SOCIAL REPUBLIC SOCIETY 
BEACON LIGHT, THE 
BEAMISH, HENRY H. 

BECKER , ONE 
, ONE 

BEHOLD DUE LIBERATORS 
ARTHUR 
ARTHUR H. 

ONE 

# SILAIRE 
, -ONE (COLONEL) 

LIP A. 
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BERNSTOl 
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(PRINCE) 
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JJO UNDER COVER 

and she motioned to me. I had sent her a booklet repnnted by 
the^Ku Klux Klan from xh^Dearbom Independent and was 

curious tolcnow what she thought of it. . , 

“That . . . that booklet was excellent, she said, without 
flying the name in public. “Get me ten moiV. 

In the audience, too, I recognized Dr. Ulrich DTMarquard, 
a Wall Street broker, and a Prussian with emphatic Nazi views 
whom I had interviewed with -aAChmnan Front-e*. And I 
also saw JoSMcWilUams in the act of cosing for a flock of 


also saw junviwvTuwwiw *** — — r w * 

photographers. The auditorium wa s pack ed as the master of 
ceremonies asked the audience to sin JGbd Bless America. An 
angry howl of boos greeted the request and was an mdexto 
what followed later. Irving*Berlin’s song was always booed 
and never sung at “patriotic” meetings because Berlin hap- 
^neSITt^n American Jew. We Id not sing God Bless 

^Nornu$ 4 homas, a zealot, leader of the* Socialist Party 
and ardent orator, plunged into his topic without prelimi- 
naries and delivered a repugnant defeatist speech: Have 

you no more regard for mankind, Mr. President, than to 
Ling total destruction? The worst that could happen would 
be a negotiated peace. We’ll have it eventually. Why not 
now?” John T#lynn, chairman, then read congratulatory 
messages from Cardinal^Connell of Boston and Bishop 
Ggral^Shaughnessy of Seattle, after which he introduced 

^^ewfldest demonstration I have ever heard met Lindbergh. 
It was unlike anything else I had known. A deep-throated, 
unearthly, savage roar, chilling, frightening, sinister and awe- 
some. It was a frenzied mob-cheer adulating the hero of the 

hour in reckless hysteria. . , „ • •, , 

And what of the blond god who for sue full minutes smiled 
like an adolescent as the mob stood to its feet, waved flags, 
threw kisses and frenziedly rendered the Nazi salute? Lind- 
bergh impressed me as the most naive of men politically. He 
did not impress me either as an organizer or a leader-but as 
a man who, while himself being led by the nose, had a tre- 
mendous capacity to lead the masses by serving as their idol 
owing to his gift of personal magnetism for * certain class of 
m<»n md women. Lindbergh — who had turned his back to 


AMERICA’S DOOM SQUAD *51 

America to live first in England, then France, then was re- 
ported to be considering the buying of a home in Germany- 
seemed confused with and uncertain of himself, but a hero 
with the mob. He fitted the description of the ideal American 
fuehrer as given by Joe ^McWilliams: 

In a few years we will need a leader who will be like a knight 
of old. A man in shining armor. A champion of the people. A man 
who is a mystic. A man that the mob can look up to— but not 
touch. A man who has come from the people, but has reached so 
high that they dare not call him their own, but one appointed by 
God to speak for them! That’s what this country needs. That’s 
what we’ll need to bring together our forces for a nationalist 
America. 

And McWilliams was present this night also, and shared 
die spotlight with Lindbergh through a peculiar stroke of cir- 
cumstances. Joe had made himself conspicuous to camera men, 
and some of the respectable America First-era fearing that the 
meeting might be given a black eye because of his presence, 
told John TAFlynn. Hot tempered and courageous, Flynn 
pounced on McWilliams with the fury of a panther and 
clawed him through the microphone: 

“I repudiate the support of the Bund, the Communist and 
the fascist parties. One of their leaders is in this hall tonight. 

CHRISTIAN FRONT NEWS 


iM*tk May 14* 1940 

TO ALL AMERICANS WHO THINK: 

COLONEL 1 LINDBERGH IS A PATRIOT I 

In tha word* of Captain EddjZiiicUahnsbfc. Araarka'i aca pint b tha Wnrid War. 
tha word* ipolnn ovar tha radio la*i Sunday night by C olon »l Cha da a A. Undbargt an ado* 
quata national dalanta warn "round and hindamsataP. Molt Aaaat te aai aoraa with C ap t . 
Rickanbackar. with tha aacaption o f tha wannongan, tha paSHcal paradtat, taa financial My. 
kcli, tha munition mogub. and tha paopia who paraded la tha draat * al Naw Tort laat ma mar 
.to tha tuna oi “Stopper". — ,, — | — , — ltr - , _r 

THE CHRISTIAN FRONT 
B rodhn* Unit 
Praapact Hal IrooUya 

Lindbergh was me hero or coundess American Fascist groups, 
including the Christian Front 
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CURRENT BIOGRAPHY 



housing development in New York City a 
project was organized in the fall of 1940 by 
which individuals pay $3 a year a person or 
$12 a year for four or more in return for 
which they receive home and hospital care. A 
panel of doctors was set tip, with several hos- 
pitals and nurses* agencies cooperating. 

In the spring of 1941 Dr. B^ehr became con- 
cerned with the problem of rehabilitation health 
work shown to be necessary by the number of 
young men rejected by the Army. He accepted 
the chairmanship of a committee appointed by 
the Health and Medical Committee of the Na- 
tional Defense Program. After a conference 
with this Committee, Selective Service officials 
decided to cooperate on a plan to reclassify 
rejected men on the basis of whether or not 
their disabilities could be removed by proper 
medical care and treatment Those classed as 
liaving remediable defects were to be the bene- 
ficiaries of a program of rehabilitation ulti- 
mately to be provided for by the Committee. 
It was expected that some time would elapse 
before such a program could be put into effect. 
Among the problems which had to be studied 
first were: whether the program should be fi- 
nanced by the Federal Government, the States, 
or the individuals, and whether the program 
would be complicated by the unwillingness of 
some of those rejected to undergo remedial 
treatment. 

On July 3, 1941 Dr. George Baehr was ap- 
pointed chief medical director in the United 
States Public Health Service in charge of the 
medical aspects of civilian defense, working 
under Surgeon General Thomas Parran . 
One of Dr. Baehr*$ first steps was to establish 
emergency field units in all general hospitals 
along the Atlantic and Pacific seaboards and 
in “other potential enemy target areas” in the 
interior. Each emergency field unit consists 
of two or more squads, with a physician in 
command of the entire unit. All members of 
the unit must be instructed in first aid. The 
emergency medical aid units had their first test 
during the Normandie fire and, according to 
Dr. Baehr, showed the need for a more tightly 
controlled system by responding in greater 
numbers than required. 

After his return from Europe, in 1917, Dr. 
Baehr w*as married to Francine Riesenberg. 
They have one child, Barbara. Baehr is bald, 
with a slight fringe of white hair and a gray 
mustache. In 1942, still keeping his New York 
offices open, he is doing such extensive lectur- 
ing, directing, and organizing that it seems 
that his day must be longer than the twenty- 
four hours usually allotted to man. 

References 

American Journal of Nursing 41 :1419-20 
D *41 

Directory of Medical Specialists 1939 
Who*s Who in American Jewry 1938-39 
Who*s Who in New York 1938 


BENRIMO, J. HARRY June 21, 1874- 
Mar. 26, 1942 Actor; playwright; general 
director for Shuberts; co-author of two well 


known plays, Yellow Jacket (1912) and The 
Willow Tree ^1917); full name Joseph Henry 
McAlpin Benruno. 

References 

N Y Dram Mirror 68:9 N 13 *12 por 

Who*s Who in the Theatre 1939 

Obituary 

• N Y Times p23 Mr 27 *42 por 

BERLIN, IRVING (birTin) May 11, 1888- 

Song writer; music publisher 

Address: 799 Seventh Ave, New York City 

With more than 700 songs to his credit 
Irving Berlin is America’s leading song writer. 
Collaborations such as Marie from Sunny 
Italy, for which Berlin wrote the lyrics, 
brought his work to the attention of Ted 
Snyder, a music publisher. At the age of 
twenty-five, Berlin had progressed from the 
pushcarts and poverty of the East Side to the 
status of a wealthy song writer, publisher, 
and vaudevillian. His career inspired a film 
tliat may or may not have romanticized his 
life, but that could hardly have exaggerated 
tjie transition from a teen -aged boy clutching 
tips thrown at him to the millionaire song 
writer-publisher he eventually became. 

In the First World War, while a sergeant 
at Camp Upton, Long Island, New York, 
Berlin wrote the music for Yip-Yip Yaphank. 
The mood was set by Oh, How J Hate to 
Get Up m the Morning. The number chosen 
for the finale, a more serious song, was dis- 
carded and lay in the files until the fall of 
1938, when Munich inspired Irving Berlin to 
write a new song, something that would help 
to wake up and unify America without being 
obvious about it The old song, revised, 
furnished the material. The title was God 
Bless America , and it was soon being pushed 
as a sort of second national anthem. 

Irving Berlin was born Isidore Baline, a son 
of Jewish parents, in a Siberian province on 
May 11, 1888. In 1892 the family came to 
America, where the father did his best to sup- 
port a wife and eight children by working as 
a part-time cantor and also by certifying meat 
in kosher butcher shops. Their first home was 
on Monroe Street, but they soon moved to 300 
Cherry Street, in the heart of New York’s 
lower East Side. There had been cantors in 
the family for three generations, and possibly 
young “Izxie” — as his East Side friends knew 
him— might have trained to be one. But when 
Irving was eight his father died, and the future 
song writer got to know the hardships of poverty 
at firsthand. It wasn’t many years before he 
was out earning what he could and bringing 
the pennies and dimes home to his mother. 

For a short time he plugged songs for Harry 
von Tilzer at Tony Pastor’s on 14th Street, 
but before that there were many smaller jobs. 
His first was leading around Blind Sol, a 
Bowery character, and making occasional tips 
when he was allowed to sing. Song pluggers 
in those days were called Txiskers." Berlin 
worked in this capacity along the Bowery, 
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coming home only when he had amassed some 
money for the upkeep of the house. Sometimes 
his mother would come to that drab neighbor- 
hood, looking for her youngest, a shawl over 
her head. In 1904 he got a regular job as a 
singing waiter at Mike Salter's Pelham Cafe, 
a not very high-class place to which slumming 
parties came on rare occasions. 

At this point Berlin’s story becomes con- 
fused, according to which biographer one reads. 
Woollcott’s w version, which many assume to 
be fairly authentic, states that Berlin was fired 
in 1907 when, left in charge of the cafe, he 
fell asleep on the job. His next job, according 
to Woollcott, was at Jimmy Kelly’s on Union 
Square. There he sang his first published 
songs, such as Marie from Sunny Italy, but he 
was still a struggling song writer. Plugging 
a song for Snyder’s firm, the Seminary Music 
Company, Berlin was visited by Max Winslow 
(of Seminary) and some friends who were so 
impressed with the singer’s repertoire that he 
was offered a job at Seminary in 1909. His 
first hit published under the new imprint was 
Dorando , a ditty fashioned around the English 
Marathon of that year. 

Contrary to popular opinion Berlin never 
to have originated ragtime; neverthe- 
less his claim to having been "interpreter-in- 
chief” of ragtime is pretty strong, considering 
that Tom Turpin, Scott Joplin, and others had 
been writing m this nanistic, and often diffi- 
cult, form before Berlin published his first rag. 
As a matter of fact, he began to publish rag- 
-time only after moving up to Seminary. His 
famous Alexander's Ragtime Band was pub- 
lished in 1911, introduced by George M. Cohan 
in the Friar s' Frolic of that year. It differed 
from the best of Berlin’s published work, says 
Woollcott, "in having been fashioned as an 
instrumental melody with no words to guide it.” 
The lyrics were salvaged from an unsuccessful 
tune labeled Alexander and His Clarinet. 
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Meanwhile Berlin, the "busker,” graduated 
into Berlin, the vandevillian. His first Broad- 
way appearance was in Shubert’s Up and Dorm 
Broadway (1910) at $50 weekly. The follow- 
ing year he took part in the annual Friars' 
Frolic. At one of his theatre appearances 
Variety wrote, in phrases strikingly dissimilar 
from its streamlined prose of today, that he 
"has a dandy style in delivering a song.” In 
1912 he was signed to appear in London at 
$1,000 wedkly. 

What with royalties from songs and from 
the score of Ziegf eld's Follies of 1912, Berlin’s 
income was by this time said to be in the 
neighborhood of $100,000 yearly. And there 
was additional income from the publishing trio 
of Henry Waterson, Irving Berlin, and Ted 
Snyder. But this turned out to be one of the 
most tragic periods of Berlin’s life. In Febru- 
ary 1912 he married eighteen-year-old Dorothy 
Goetz, the sister of a song-writing friend, and 
only a few months after their honeymoon in 
die South, on July 17, 1912, Mrs. Berlin died 
of complications arising from a cold. 

One of Berlin’s best known early hits. When 
the Midnight Choo Choo Leaves for Alabam', 
was the 1913 counterpart of Chattanooga Choo 
Choo. By 1915 Alexander's Ragtime Band had 
sold more than two million copies. That year 
Berlin wrote music for the Follies , for Cen- 
tury Girl , and for the London production of 
Watch Your Step . 

In 1916 Berlin, following the custom of some 
rich men, vied with his bibliophile friend. 
Jerome Kern, and snatched up a forty-volume 
set of Shakespeare for $2,600. That year, 1 
he dissociated himself from "inspiration” per 
"It’s not inspiration with me,” he said. "0 
erally 1 decide in a very prosaic way thatt 
going to write something and then 1 sit I 
and do it . . We expend largely on trickJ 
writers of songs. There’s no such thin&f 
new melody. Our work is to connect t J 
phrases in a new way.” J 

In another interview he said: "I hat 
absolutely no musical education. I am/ 
to read notes. I play the piano in oL, 
key. and I must say I play it terribly.” The 
difficulty of the one key was settled in 1916 
when a contraption attached to Berlin’s upright 
piano enabled him to change the key by a twist 
of a cumbersome wheel attached to the right 
side of the keyboard. The piano has been 
modernized; now a lever does the trick, but 
the upright itself is still a fixture of die song 
writer’s office. 

In 1917 and 1918 Berlin was in the Army, 
writing the music for Yip-Yip Yophank , in 
which he was starred The show had a cast 
of 277 men, played to packed houses and earned 
thousands of dollars for the camp fund y Berlin 
had been drafted as a private— whiclr got the 
headline "U. S. takes Berlin”— but he soon won 
his sergeant’s stripes. On leaving the service 
in 1919 he played mvaudevilJe at $2,000 weekly. 
He also did the score for the Follies, from 
which came Say It With Music and A Pretty 
Girl Is Like a Melody. His farewell to the 
Army was an opus titled I've Got My Captain 
Working for Me How. The most important 
event of 1919, however, was the establishment 
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of the firm of Irving Berlin, Inc., in which 
Berlin brought in as vice-president the nan 
who had discovered him, Max Winslow. 

In 1920 Berlin did the tongs for the Ziegfeld 
Frolic as well as the Follies. Together he and 
Sam H. Harris built the Music Box Theatre, 
producing the first Music Box Revue in 1921, 
with music by Berlin. After the second show 
(1922), for which he also wrote the songs, he 
estimated that it had cost them 1250,000 to 
raise the curtain but that they had their invest- 
ment back and had made a profit as well. 
•Wonderful theatre, the Music Box, isn't it?” 
be remarked years later. "We just love it” 

In 1926, on January 4, Berlin was married 
to Ellin Mackay, social registerite and daughter 
of the late Clarence H. Mackay, leading Catho- 
lic layman and president of Postal Telegraph. 
The marriage caused a stir in New York so- 
ciety and was recorded in the "Dilatory 
Domiciles” section of the Social Register. The 
Berlins sailed on their honeymoon without tlie 
blessing of the bride’s father. Although news- 
papers reported from time to time remarriage 
m the Roman Catholic Church (to appease Mrs. 
Berlin’s father) and reconciliations, most of the 
reports were immediately denied by either the 
Berlins or the Mackays. 

Berlin has at least sixteen musicals and half 
a dozen films to his credit (he has written both 
words and music). Among the shows have 
been Face the Music (1931); As Thousands 
Cheer (1932); and Louisiana Purchase (1940), 
which, after a successful Broadway run, toured 
the country* until April 1942. His Hollywood 
stints included : Top Hat and Follow the Fleet 
(1935-36); On the Avenue (1937); Carefree 
and Alexander's Ragtime Band (1938) ; Second 
Fiddle (1939) ; and Lotdsiana Purchase (1941). 
His innumerable hit tunes have included such 
perennials as Always , Remember, Whafll l 
Dot , Blue Skies , and many others. 

In the career of a song writer-publisher dis- 
putes, in or out of court, are inevitable. Berlin 
and other publishers have been sued for 
monopolistic practices; he has been frequently 
bothered with plagiarism suits; he has had to 
sue entertainers for using restricted material; 
and, being a prominent member of ASCAP, 
he was in the thick of the battle between the 
networks and ASCAP, an issue which was 
finally settled amicably in October 1941. In 
an interview in 1916 Berlin revealed that "a 
couple of years before, someone had started a 
report among the publishers that I had paid 
a Negro $10 for Alexander's Ragtime Band 
and then published it under my own name. 
When they told me that, I asked them to tell 
me from whom I had bought my other success e s 
— twenty-five or thirty of them.” 

Among the many honors accorded America’s 
No. 1 song writer through the years have been 
the award for the best composition of 1940, 
tendered him by the National Committee for 
Music Appreciation for God Bless America. In 
that year he was also made a member of the 
Circus Saints and Sinners Club of America. 
In March 1941 the Girl Scouts of America 
cave him a g r e en enamel and gold "Thank 
You” Medal at a dinner at the Town Hall 


Club, New York. This was in appreciation 
for the trust fund to be used for the Girl and 
Boy Scouts of America which was set up from 
royalties of God Bleu America. As it has 
been a best seller since publication, it has 
earned for the fund thousands of dollars. 
"With Legionnaires singing it” said Time. 
"Bpy Scouts profiting from it. Democrats and 
Republicans using it as a theme song, God 
Bless America showed no signs of weakening 
after two years of pretty hard usage” 

Berlin, has given both the Army Ordnance 
Department and the Treasury Department 
thane songs. To the first he gave Arms for 
the Love of America and to the latter Any 
Bonds Today t In both instances all profits 
to the departments mentioned. New works 
him were also to be presorted for the 
benefit of Russian War Relief at a program 
entitled "Music at Work” in May 1942, and a 
"revival, plus,” of Yip-Yip Yaphank , was 
planned for the benefit of the Army Relief 

Berlin is small and slight, with dark hair 
and dark eyes behind hom-rimmed glasses. 
He looks younger than his age. "He is well- 
pressed,” says S. J. Woolf; “tight-fitting 
clothes, his naturally wavy black hair smoothed 
and oiled to the shining point, and his crisp 
manner are all characteristic of men who 
know theatres both from in front of and 
behind the proscenium arch.” He has an 
estate in the Catskills, and his favorite form 
of recreation is fishing. 
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BERNARD H. BARUCH 
GEORGE GORDON BATTLE 
FREDERICK BROWN 
JOHN R BURKE 
EDDIE CANTOR 
MRS. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATI 
EMANUEL CELLER 

marry woodburn chare 
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JOHN DEWET 
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FIO&ELLO H LA GUARD IA 
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CHARLES 8. MAO FARLAND 
THOMAS MANN 
WM T. MANNING 
FRANCIS J. MCCONNELL 
ALFRED J. MO COSEER 
JAMES G. MCDONALD 
JAMES M. MEAD 
GEORGE MED ALU 
EUGENE MEYER 
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN 
JOSEPH MOODY 
HENRY MORGENTHAU, SR 
P. A* O’CONNELL 
DANIEL POLING 
RO80OE POUND 
FREDERICK B. ROBINSON 
FRANKLIN DELANO 
LEON SACKS 
DAVID SARNOFF 
RAYMOND GRAM 
IDA M. T ARB ELL 
MYRON C. TAYLOR 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

It is with pleasure th&t/f submit to you the list of 
candidates selected editorial conference for 

the 1943 award of Medal . This 

award was founded av the celebration of our fiftieth 
anniversary, for the promotion of Better Understand- 
ing between Christian and Jew in America. 

The committee of which you are a member previously 
awarded the medal to Honorable Newton D. Baker, 
Archbishop Edward J. Hanna, Dr. John H. Finley, 

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, Honorable James G. McDonald, 
Roger Williams Straus, Honorable Fiorella H. LaGuardia, 
Maestro Arturo Toscanini, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Honorable Myron C. Taylor, Honorable George 
Gordon Battle, Honorable Cordell Hull, and Wendell L. 
Willkie. 

We are now preparing our sixty-fifth anniversary 
edition and we shall be grateful if you will send us 
an autographed photograph of yourself and an editorial 
expression from your pen commenting on this long span 
of continuity of publication. 

Please vote for only one candidate and be good enough 0 
to send your ohoioe in the enclosed self-addressed en- 
velope at your earliest convenience. 


appreciation, I am, 



&Fait 


iKMBESO V W TtrOf 4 / I // 

s. > SS& U/- 


HGNDELL L. W ELUDE ( 
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J. »u Jar Hoover 


CANDIDATES SUGGESTED BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE AMERICAN HEBREW 

for 

THE 1943 AWARD 

of i 

THE AMERICAN HEBREW MEDAL FOR THE PROMOTION /OF BETTER UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN CHRISTIAN AND JEW IN AMERICA 


IRVINGjABERLIN 

Because he is outstanding in the tremendous theatrical 
contribution to the morale of the nation, Christian and Jew 
alike; because the entire proceeds' of M T.his Is The Army” 
were given to the Army Emergency Relief, representing the 
largest single contribution of its kind; and because his 
songs have been an expression of better understanding for 
all races, creeds, and religions for over a quarter of a 
century. 


ELEANOKTfrOOSEVELT 

Because the First Lady of the Land has won her way 
into the hearts of young and old, Christian and Jew alike 
through her inter-faith relationships; and because her 
speaking tours, press and radio activity, exemplified the 
finest traditions of the American way in spreading the 
cause of better understanding, tolerance and good-will. 


KATE^MITH 

Because her continuous radio programs have constantly 
been permeated with democratic ideals based on the need for 
inter-faith betterment and because her songs and patriotic 
messages have been a boost to morale for Christians and 
Jews alike in America. 


i 

BENR^WALLACE 


s 


Because as Vice President of the United States he has 
exemplified the finest tradition of the democratic way of 
life; and because through his speeches and writing he has 
contributed immeasurably to promoting good-will and under- 
standing by his demands for necessary preparation for . 
post-war freedom from want for all faiths and creeds. 
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Moor Mr* Mtbeni 

V 2 ki veff fled to f#e*f tre your Jitter V 
■mf January 20. 1944, mmd learn that the Medal Award _ 
. Oewnittee hod noted Truing Berlin as Mhe individual . 
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IRVING BERLlft MEDAL AWARD TESTIMONIAL 

y 

Vn 4 *r tt> i w yto t of TtUphone : MEdallJo^ 

r*# American Hebrew C*Me: amheb^y^ 1 ^****- 

48 WIST 49TB STRUCT, NEW YORK JoUTH H. Biben.?E«W^ < £**' 

— 4 1 ■ — 

-I Xr* JU*»fi 
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HRB ror «w fmiiii Of MUr » -*■ / 

Pi ^ January 10, 1944 

r -‘‘-'.Ac-rr I 

£> OTIS ABAMXO • J * ; ' "-u-ioa J 

M. J. ADM ■ ‘Sr. l.^ d 1 

«r»m»n n, m»T Tmr 

OBOBOB OOBDOB BATTLE • 

jaoob snuKorr ;» v. JU/l 

My dear Mr. Eoorer* 

BSOZB OAMTOB \/^» . •’ ~ r - -'u*. ] 

SiS3»^aSaa« OA * T IrviwCBerlin, famous song writer* has Just beeBOMd,....^'*' 

Wt habbt woooBumx (wtiB named winner or tb r loan Hahraw ifariaT T awarded annually 

''Wi 5 ^Sur otoqSiob to that man or woman who, during the year, has contributed" 

roxof obwzt most to the promotion of better understanding between Christ- 

£:2sl iaiu e^TQKDicK ian and Tew in Amerioa. Mr. Berlin's name was chosen from 

wig s BDwor a nt aifDLT among five other candidates for the honor by the Medal Award 

lifi Sra Ty wS rsLP Committee whose names are listed on this letterhead. 

Ejftwj WDWABD BAJTBA 

MB xSnuna^MMHBT In the past, the medal has been awarded to persons 

cxSxn owtbiIl* .*'•'*'• prominent in public life, in politlos, business and social 
oo edel l htol * ■ service. Among them were President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
jatomtbxk • • -Mayor F. H. LaOuardia, Bon. Cordell Bull, Myron C. Taylor, 

{ _ x/i kbb. bbbesab xobut Wendell L. Rillkie, Roger Williams Straus, Tames T. McDonald 

4^3 a^w vaiuai avAMDXk ' and others. But with the exoeption of Arturo Toscanini, the 

uronra v. lxttattbb great orchestra oonductor, who reoelved the medal in 1937, Mr. 

^ MAiu LmflanTO Berlin is the only winner in the world of the theatre, films, 

cbasxbs a maoxabiabs . (Buaio , and radio. 

-THOMAB MAS* 

E «*3 wh. t. MAmmco 

^•3 f- The American Hebrew is planning a testimonial issue 

ri| r | jambs a. m opoba h) It to be published on February 18th, In honor of Mr, Berlin, 

0 gjSSiir ic u ££ * which will inolude tributes to him. We are inviting you to 

jju 4 eBosoE mbdaub I contribute a brief statement, an aneodote, a bit of remini s- 

>/% Sara? U^Sum jcenoe or a general good-will message for this edition. 

r'-f SUIT M OBCBS THAV SB. 

nAwm^SSo* Tn the hope that we may hear from you at your 

aosooB romn> earliest convenience before February 7th and with siany thanks 

numn ^buroaoosBvzLT tor T our antioipated participation, X am, 

SAKCWL L BOSSnCAV i. , 

Cordiefty^rfF gS 

ZSA K. TABBBT.I, Lj ^ 

BOOTK tAMDOrOTOH Ah/tWL Jhgf J f C* / 

MTBOII tt BATXOB . / /- , / 7 C ^ 

nowBx& naKAs ^ / /fry. | FWf ** \£/(+- 

Srao d&m 1 

5^-aS^hxvb ^‘3 JrUt * dltor Alisher JAM 28 :D-A 

W UDELL L. WTT.T.H-r p ) f 

owes d. roxnro \\* 3 '^ 

b^lc ^ S'* 

The World's Best Known, Most Widely Quoted Xoum*J l. — j.t aii.:. 
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so that Americans would be able to watch for that sort of thing in our 
own country and be able to resist it. 

Mr. Warner. Pardon me. May I offer a list of 43 films — 43 of maybe 
100 or more dating back to 1017, when I produced My Four Years in 
Germany, under the former Ambassador to Germany at that time, 
James W. Gerard. 

If you go right on down through this list you will find a real effort 
to do exactly as you stated a few minutes ago in your rather lengthy 
speech — which was good. I want to repeat that. I doirt think we 
should lie too tense on this. Being too tense, I think you end up 
without any tense. 

Here is a photostatic copy of 'a review in a Motion-Picture News 
magazine, March 23, 1918, virtually 30 years ago. It is in 10 reels. 
If you want to see it it is a silent film ana runs tor about an hour and 
a half. It told the story of what led up to World War I and between 
, World War I and World War II. This is my opinion of what it did. 
1 The pictures speak for themselves. May I offer that in evidence? 

Mr. Nixon. I would like to have these pictures made a part of the 
record at this point. 

The Chairman. Without objection, so ordered.® 

(The documents referred to are as follows :) 


March 21. 1918 My Four Tears in Germany. By James W*Gerard. 

December 15, 1918 Kaiser’s Finish. 

1919 Beware. By James W. Gerard. 

December 11, 1923—. George Washington, Jr. By George M. OobaD. s , 

March 12, 1927 The Better Ole. *By BnieerBalrnsf ether and Arthur Eliot. 

August 10, 1930 The Dawn Patrol. By John Monkjj&uuders and How ard 

Hawks. \ 1 “ 

June 20, 1931 Men of the Sky. By Jerom^Kern, and Ottd v Harbach. 

September 12, 1931 Alexander Hamilton. By George^-Arliss and Mary P. 


“Haprtin. 

October s, 1931 Penrod and Sam. By Booth’ Tarkingt on. 

February 27, 1937 Penrod and Sam (remake). By Booth Tarkington. 

July 21, 1934 Here Tomes the Navy (reissue June 7, 1941). By Ban 

Clarkson. 

October 12, 1935 Shipmates Forever. By Delmer~ Daves. 

October 11, 1941 International Squadron. By FranE^Wead. 

August 22, 1936 China Clipper. By Frank Wead. 

January 80, 1937 — * Black Legion. By Robert>Lord. 

February 20. 1937 — Green Light. By Lloy<M>ouglas. 

November 27, 1937— - Submarine D-l. By FranlTWead. 

February 11, 1939 Wings of the Navy. B % V MtebaeLFessier. 

May 6, 1939 Confessions of a Nazi Spy. By Mllton-Krims (from arti- 

cles by Leon G. Turron). 

January 27, 1940 The Fighting 69*h. By Norman Reilly^Baine, Fre^NIblo, 

Jt m and Dean^Franklin. * J 

October 5, 1940 Knute Bockne — All American. By BoberFjBuckner. 

August 80, 1941 Dive Bomber. By Frank Wead. ' \ 

November 1, 1941 One Foot in Heaven. By HartzaUspence. 

February 21, 1942 Captains of the Clouds. By Boland Gillett and Arthur 

TTHorman. 

July 4, 1942 Sergeant York. By Alvin C^York. 

July 18, 1942 Wings for the Eagle. By Byron Morgan and Beu Harrison 

s *Qrkow. 

September 5, 1942 Across the Pacific. By Robert Carson. 

January 2, 1943 Yankee Doodle Dandy. x By Rubert-Buckner. 

January 23, 1943 Casablanca. By MurrayyBornett and Jean -Alison. 

March 20, 1943 Air Force. By Dudle.f^Wchols. /A 

June 12, 1943 Action in the North Atlantic. By Guy-£ilpatric. 

• See appendix, p. 623, for exhibit* 8 and 4. 


Moose. 


1 00 -l3? f >54-3(»3- 
0() 0m- om 




23 


COMMUNISM IN MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


August 14, 1043 This Is the Amy. By TirlnjrBeriln. 

September 4, 1043. Watch ou the Rhine. liy LiiKan^Hcllman. 

October 23, 1043 Princess O'lfcdirke. By NormuruKrasna. 

January 1, 1944 Destination Tokyo. By BteveTFUher. 

May 6, 1944 The Adventure* of Mnrk-^raln. By Alan LeMay and 

Harold U^Shermnn. 

December 30, 1944 Hollywood Canteen. By DdmerDavea. 

February 17, 1945 Objective Burma. By Alvah Bessie, ja 

April 7, 1945 God Is My Co-Pilot By CoL Robert Leefccott, Jr. 

{September 1. 1945 Pride of the Marines. By RogeHButterfleld. 

March SO, 1940 Saratoga Trunk. By Edna-Ferber. 

August 17, 1940 Two Guys From Milwaukee! By Cbarles^poffmanaud 

1. A. L. Dlamone. 

(Motion Picture News, March 28, 1918} 

My Foub Flaks in Germany 
(My Four Yea re in Germany, Inc.— -10 reels) 

Reviewed by Peter Milne 

Ambassador James W. Gerard’s widely read book, My Four Years in Germany, 
relating bis experiences as representative of the United States Government in the 
center of Prussian ism, makes a stirring patriotic propaganda as rendered Into 
film form by Charles Ar*£ogue, who prepared a scenario, and by Wihiahr-Nigb, 
who directed. 

Last Sunday night at the Knickerbocker Theater when the film received its 
premiere presentation, there was hardly a minute when the house did not ring 
with applause that turned into cheers. 

All tin* wily diplomacy with which the bends of the German Nation sought to 
deceive the United States through Us representative, all the atrocities witnessed 
by Mr. Gerard, such as the mistreatment of the English prisoners, the deportation 
of helpless Belgian women, perpetrated without regard for any sense of inter- 
national law — these and a large assortment of views of Allied troops on the 
march make capital seeing for the man who goes into the theater ready to have 
his emotions stirred against the common enemy. 

While there is no personal story interwoven with the facts, these in themselves 
are fully dramatic enough to make the 10 reels pass tirelessly. There is no stone 
left unturned to arouse the audience to a sense that the German manner of 
conducting war is synonymous with barbarism. 

One witnesses the heartrending sight of helpless prisoners shot down before 
German firing squads because ’’there will be less mouths to feed,” of English and 
Russian soldiers placed in the same pens together so that the former contract 
diseases common among the latter, and feeding of the prisoners as dogs. 

Ail of which Mr. Gerard was an eyewitness — and more — Is utilized to spread 
the propaganda. 

The sense of humor of the director Is oftlmes obvious. It was, indeed, a praise- 
worthy sense when it came to the production. One long line of actual horrors 
and of German intrigue would be rather fatiguing without some relief. This is 
Introduced in the way of an element of burlesque on the German Emperor, the 
Crown Prince, and the other war lords of Germany. These touches registered 
•every time during the initial showing, and they are the kind that will be appre- 
ciated by any audience. 

The scenes of real troops with which the film Is crowded are well woven into 
the matter picturized from Mr. Gerard's book, and usually to more rousing effect 
than if they had merely been shown by themselves. When the Kaiser laughs at his 
enemies it makes one feel pretty fine when these same enemies are shown pre- 
paring for battle with a vengeance. 

HalberTBrown, a man who might be mistaken for Mr. Gerard by his best friend, 
Impersonates him in the picture. He makes an impressive and dignified figure 
of the American diplomat. Mr. Gerard himself cannot complain — at least he 
didu’t in bis speech last Sunday night. Louis Dean presented a good make-up as 
the Kaiser and had he been imbued with some sense of the autocratic majesty 
of the part, his characterization might hove been perfect 

FredJSern and PercyrtKandlng, respectively, playing Minister Von Jagow and 
Secretary Zimmerman Succeeded in bringing out the cunning German diplomacy 
In realistic style. Earf^cbenck as the Crown Prince, George^Riddell as von . 
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